
John (Johann) Bauder and the Fort at Brighton, Colorado 
 
   
John Bauder was born June 25, 1868 in Hoffnungstal, South Russia and lived to 79 
years of age and was buried in Brighton, Colorado.  He married Katherina Regina 
Bitsch on June 14, 1886 just eleven days prior to his eighteenth birthday.  Being married 
by the time he was eighteen undoubtedly kept him from being conscripted into the 
Russian Army.  Two children were born to the family while in Russia, John Bauder who 
was born on the June 23, 1887 and William Frederick Bauder who was born April 23, 
1889. 
 
The Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad Company had advertised in Russia 
about the free land that was available in America in Eastern Colorado.  Some of the 
railroad companies even sent land agents to Russia to recruit farmers for lands that 
were being opened up by the railroad. Christoph Friedrich Wall, from Hoffnungstal, was 
possibly the first German settler to come to the area northwest of Burlington, Colorado 
that became known as the Settlement.  He arrived in 1884 with his sons Christoph, 
Wilhelm and Gustav and also his married daughters Katharina with husband Johannes 
Lutz, and Ana Maria with husband Heinrich Bamesberger.  The remaining daughter 
Christine Caroline whose husband was Andreas Bauder did not arrive at the Settlement 
until 1889. Heinrich’s sister, Rosine, whose husband was Christian Schaffert, was also 
an early arrival at the Settlement.  The answer to the question "Why did the Bauders 
choose to locate at the Settlement near Burlington?” can therefore be attributed to the 
railroad company's advertising and the influences of the Wall family. 
 
In October 1889 John Bauder and family and all of the Bauders in the Seebach Colony 
of South Russia departed for America, as did John’s father-in-law, Friedrich Bitsch and 
family. The Bauders crossed the Atlantic on the ship S.S. Werra, which had departed 
from Bremen, Germany.  They arrived in New York on November 5 at Castle Garden 
Immigration Center and from there went by train to Burlington Colorado. The Bitsch 
family left Germany 4 days later on the S.S. Saale. On this same ship there were 44 
Hofnungstalers, all going to Burlington, Colorado. John's older brother, Andreas *1863 
had came to America six months earlier and had settled on a plot of land near the 
Landsman Creek.  Later, in March of 1892, 
Andreas filed his homestead claim. John 
Bauder undoubtedly stayed with Andrew 
over that coming winter. 
 
John soon found land that he chose to 
settle on and he built a sod house there.  It 
was located four and a half miles north of 
his Brother Andrew’s farm.  John's father-
in-law, Friedrich located close by, only 1 
mi. northeast of John.  The Republican 
River was 1 mi. northwest and the 



Landsman Creek was 3 mi. east.  The Salem Church that was constructed of sod and 
built in 1888 was located 2 1/2 mi. due east of John.  The legal description for John's 
homestead is the southeast quarter of Section 30, Township five south, and Range 44 
West.  He waited until 1893 to file his homestead claim.  Many settlers did not 
immediately make a claim on the land they had chosen but instead they were trying the 
land out to find out if it was really going to be good farmland for them.  Undoubtedly one 
of the difficulties that John had with his location was the distance to water.  Those folks, 
who chose not to settle near The Landsman Creek or the Republican River, had to haul 
their drinking water in barrels by wagon and also each day they had to take their horses 
and drive the cattle to water and back again. 
Pictured in May 2001 are Ed Bauder*1941 and Harold Bauder*1924 on the Yuma- Kit 
Carson County line, standing at the southwest corner of John’s homestead in the 
German   Settlement. The trees in the background are on the banks of the Republican 
River. 
 
This dry country was very difficult for the settlers to get a foothold, so John and his 
brothers worked as cowboys for some of the large cattle outfits.  John at one time 
signed on as a cattle drover and went to Texas to drive a large herd back to Dodge City, 
Kansas. The weather was extremely harsh in the latter months of 1893 and through all 
of 1894 when the drought was so severe that there was no rainfall for eighteen months. 
The crop yield was meager in 1893, and in 1894 there was not a crop to harvest.  In 
order for John to support his family he and some of his brothers and other settlers in the 
area went to Denver to look for work.  Only the men folk went, with wives and children 
left on the farms. Louise Magdalen (Lena) was born in 1894 and Frederick William in 
1896 at the Settlement. Several years later John moved his family to Denver. They went 
by wagon and it was a three day journey.  Matilda was born in 1898 while they were 
living in Denver. 
 
John’s father-in-law Friedrich Bitsch and family moved out of the settlement and came 
to Brighton, Colorado where there was irrigation water available from the South Platte 
River. On December 18, 1899 John bought 120 acres near Brighton from a William G. 
Lee for $2000.00 cash.  The legal description is the SE1/4 of the SE1/4 of S11-T1S-
R67W and the N1/2 of the NE1/4 of S14-T1S-R67W with both parcels adjoining.  He 
acquired this land together with and including all water rights and irrigation privileges 
belonging to said land and 1/2 share of the capital stock of the Brantner Extension Ditch 
Company as represented by certificate No. 188.  At the time the farm was in Arapahoe 
County but later the county was divided into what is now Adams County. In 1906, Andy 
the sixth and last child was born in Brighton at his grandmother Bitsch’s house. 
 
This land had several very interesting features.  The South Platte River ran right through 
the property.  It had a good artesian well that could be used for irrigation as well as for 
drinking water. This well was probably on the east side of the South Platte River as the 
Brantner Ditch was located west of the river and provided irrigation water for fields on 
that side. There was one building on the property and that was an old military Fort that 
was built of logs, with slots cut in the logs for shooting a rifle through to defend the Fort. 
The Fort was their home until 1908. There were many dirt mounds near the old Fort 



where the Indians had been buried, which were killed when they tried to raid the Fort. In 
the time that John lived on this place there were some men who dug up one of these 
mounds to get the Indian artifacts that were buried with them.  Remnants of the old 
Overland Trail could still be seen where it crossed the property.  The Fort had been the 
first Post out of Denver on the stage route that ran on the Overland Trail to the East. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is interesting to trace the history on the old Fort that the Army called Fort Sanders.  
There are many gaps in this history because record keeping in those days was not 
important, especially if there were a band of Indians chasing you.  Also these men were 
more or less loners and responsible to no one but themselves, so tracking their 
activities is difficult.  One of these men was Sanders (or Saunders).  He had a trading 
post about 12 mi. north and a little east of Denver and about 4 mi. southwest of present 
day Brighton near Henderson Island.  Sanders was a native of Pennsylvania and in 
1857 was an Indian trader at Fort Laramie, Wyoming. LeRoy Hafen (Colo.Mag., Nov. 
1935, P208.) says Sanders account with Elbridge Gerry for goods received in 
September 1857 is contained in the Gerry account books. In the Colorado Magazine for 
January 1925, Hafen has a Jim Saunders, trader, who was in the area at the time of the 
gold rush.  In a footnote Hafen states he was a native of Pennsylvania so we can 
assume he is the same Jim Sanders, mentioned by Gerry. 
 



The miners and citizens of Denver were clamoring for some kind of mail service, so they 
prevailed upon Sanders to carry the mail to Fort Laramie and bring back any destined 
for Denver and the mines. He was to get $0.50 for a letter and $0.25 for a paper. 
Consequently, on November 23, 1858, he and his Indian wife hitched up four Indian 
ponies to a little wagon and headed for Fort Laramie.   
They completed the 200 odd mile round-trip on January 8, 1859.  This may have been 
his first and last trip as we find him with George Jackson at Arapaho City on January 20, 
1859. Arapaho City was the short lived city about 2 mi. east of present day Golden.  
Jackson's diary for that date says that he Jackson, Ned Wyncoop, and Jim Sanders 
were off for Jim Robinson's. Hafen says that this may be the same Robinson who was 
at Brown's Hole in 1839 and had some connection with Davy Crockett. 
 
We also find a mention of Sander’s Post (mapped in Waldenan letters, Hafen 1962-
JGR) as a trading post on the South Platte River 10 mi. north of D’Abreys Post and at 
the mouth of Clear Creek. There is also a reference (Letters of A.O. McGrew in 
Dec.1958-1952 Round JGR) to a Sanders Ranch existing in 1859 and being located 5 
mi. above Fort Lancaster (same as present day Fort Lupton in Weld County) 
 
The Army apparently took over Sander’s Post during the Indian wars and converted it to 
a fort in 1865 when 1000 warriors of the Sioux, Cheyenne, and Arapahoe tribes had left 
their reservation and appeared at Julsburg, Colorado. There they burned the buildings, 
including the stage station and seized large stores of provisions. The Indians took their 
loot and moved off, making their camp on Frenchmen Creek.  However, large war 
parties continued their raids along the South Platte River, burning ranches and stations, 
attacking railroad construction crews, seizing cattle and killing settlers. 
 
Most historical references indicate that there were never any Forts in Adams County 
and later, the few who knew of Fort Sanders could not identify its site near Henderson 
Island because they thought it had been totally obliterated by floods and farmers 
plowing up the fields. The fact is that John and Katherina Bauder with six children lived 
in the Fort for nine years, until they built the “big house” in 1908. The farm animals then 
took over the old Fort and some years later it burned down. Also the documented 
references above, although not precise do help to provide the general location of the old 
Fort as well as some of its early history. The final convincing evidence as to the location 
of Fort Sanders is contained in the deed 
from William G. Lee to John Bauder, as 
recorded in the Auditor's office of Adams 
County, Colorado. 
 
Aunt Matt reminisced about living in the old 
Fort as a child and how she recalled the 
big cottonwood trees by the river and the 
Sand Hill cranes that roosted in the trees. 
The riverbank was lined with choked 
cherries.  The river flooded two years in a 
row and ruined the hay land. The water 



rose so high it came right up to the front door.  The land further back from the river was 
used for sugar beets, tomatoes and other vegetable crops. They also kept 20 to 30 milk 
cows.  A man from the Great Western Sugar Company stopped in and said they wanted 
to lay railroad track right through our farm in order to reach the new sugar beet land 
near Greely. A strip of R.O.W. land was sold and the railroad operated for a number of 
years, until the sugar prices fell with the sugar company going broke, and they came 
back and took the track up. 
 
Aunt Mat related to us how 
prosperous her 
grandfather was when 
they lived in South Russia. 
They even had a 
housemaid who fed the 
children in a separate 
room while grandfather 
Andreas and our 
grandmother Christina 
would eat by themselves. 
In 1918 John had to sell 
the farm because the boys 
went to the war, except 
Andy. The farm was sold 
for $10,000.00 cash. 
 
This picture of the “John Bauder 1899” farm was taken May 2001 from the County Road 
looking into the southeast. The South Platte River can be seen between the buildings as 
it curves into the southeast. Upon inspecting the vintage of the house from the outside, 
it appeared that its age was such that this could be the big frame house that John 
Bauder built in 1908.  More research and interviewing past owners will be necessary to 
authenticate that this is in fact the1908 house. The current owner was not familiar with 
its history. The scenic setting of John's farmstead was indeed impressive to see. 


